
         March 26, 2014 

Chairman, Appeals Review Panel 

 c/o Appeals Officer, A/GIS/IPS/PP/LC 

Room 8100, SA-2 

U.S. Department of State 

Washington, D.C.  20522-8100 

Re:  Appeal of Case No. :  F-2012-25383  

Dear Chairman: 

I submitted the above referenced Freedom of Information Act request April 8, 2012 requesting 

information cited in the 2011 “History of the Bureau of Diplomatic Security” found on the 

Department of State’s website.  The interview conducted by my brother, George E. Payne, with 

Robert C. Bannerman, I assumed was part of the Oral History Interviews conducted by the 

Association of Diplomatic Studies, but am not certain.  I say this because I located one interview 

he conducted in “The Foreign Affairs Oral History Collection of the Association for Diplomatic 

Studies”. 

This explains briefly why I requested the information in the FOIA request.  Another reason was 

that it evidently shows some confusion regarding who was being interviewed, Robert Candlish 

Bannerman or Robert L. Bannerman, which I thought may cause some of the problems being 

found while searching for the record that resulted in the “no record” response from the Office 

of Information Programs and Services. 

My request for appeal is based on not receiving in an expeditious manner the letter dated 

January 8, 2014 because of it being sent to my physical address rather than my mailing address, 

where I have received all other previous correspondence regarding this FOIA request.  Any mail 

sent to my physical address would be returned as not deliverable by the USPS.  I have enclosed 

some supporting material to help explain my reasons. 

Only after receiving a second letter dated March 5, 2014 addressed correctly, referring back to 

the letter of January 8, 2014, did I realize that the case was closed.  And, as you can see from the 

enclosed letters, the letter had not been received because of the addressing error.   This is 

probably an honest mistake and from the enclosures I am hopeful that the appeal, 60 day limit 

will be extended. 

As for the content referred to as a “no record” determination by the Information Programs and 

Services I am certain that if a more intensive search of electronic, voice recorded or records in 

manuscript form be conducted that this fairly important document referenced in a published 

history of the Diplomatic Security Service can be located. 

 



 

Please accept this as my official request for an appeal of the closing of case No. F-2012-26711 

filed April 8, 2012 by me. 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Joseph A. Payne 

P.O. Box 1764 

New Tazewell, Tennessee  37824 


